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Introduction

P7(14) The United States, our allies, and our partners face a
spectrum of challenges, including violent transnational
extremist networks, hostile states armed with weapons of mass
destruction, rising regional powers, emerging space and cyber

threats, natural and pandemic disasters, and a growing

competition for resources.

The Strategic Environment

P9(33) It is likely that China will continue to expand its
conventional military capabilities, emphasizing anti-access
and area denial assets including developing a full range of

long-range strike, space, and information warfare (IW)

capabilities.

The Strategic Framework
Defend the Homeland

P12(34) The U.S. Armed Forces protect the physical integrity
of the country through an active layered defense. They also
deter attacks upon it, directly and indirectly, through

deployments at sea, in the air, on land, and in space.

P13(9) Similarly, they can attack vulnerable points in
cyberspace and disrupt commerce and daily life in the United
States, causing economic damage, compromising sensitive

information and materials, and interrupting critical services

such as power and information networks.

Secure U.S. strategic access and retain freedom of action

P22(17) None of this is possible without a basic belief
that goods shipped through air or by sea, or information
transmitted under the ocean or through space, will arrive at

their destination safely.

Future Challenges Risk

P28(8) Although our advanced space and cyber-space assets
give us unparalleled advantages on the traditional battlefield,

they also entail vulnerabilities.

Institutional Risk

P29(3) Since 2001, the Department has created new | 2001
commands (integrating Space and Strategic Commands,

establishing Northern and Africa Commands) and new

governance structures.




