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ON THE COVER Of the nearly 1,400 Panthers built by
Grumman for the U.S. Navy between 1948 and 1950, the
FOF-5 was the most capable version. No fewer than 24
Navy scuadrons flew Panthers in the Korean War, where the

straight-wing jets proved to be almost indestructible.
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Where Have All the
Shuttle Engineers Gone?
To new, sometimes surprising
jobs.

BY JEREMY DAVIS

Panthers At Sea

Grumman maintained its “Iron
Works” ethic as it pushed its line
of legendary cats into the Jet Age.
BY DAVID NOLAND
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Meanwhile, on a Planet
Nearby...

We now believe that billions of
Earths are out there...and a lot
closer than we thought.

BY BRUCE LIEBERMAN

SPECIAL CENTENNIAL SALUTE
Alaska and the Airplane
With few roads and six times
more pilots per capita than any
other state, Alaska has had along,
adventurous aviation history.

The Pilots of
Mount McKinley
Only with years of experience—

and permission from the National
Park Service—can you land on the

glaciers of Denali.
BY LARRY LOWE
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Water World
Business and pleasure at the
world’s largest seaplane base.

BY CARL POSEY

Alaska’s Crash Epidemic
There was a fatal airplane crash
every nine days—until this small
group did something about it.

BY GREG FREIHERR

IWAS THERE

Janet Evans

From an Apollo astronaut’s wife:
Houston, we have a neighborhood.
INTERVIEWED BY JENNIFER ROSS-NAZZAL
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