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Letter from the Editor 

The New Year has started with mixed 
. fortunes for the space programme. 
Ariane V is on its way out. soon to be 

~ : replaced with Aria ne 6. a welcome new 
entrant with a European industry 
pledged to cut costs and look at 
recoverable stages, as we describe in 
this issue. 

On the other hand, a shadow falls 
across the successful entry of Space X 
into the black world of Top Secret 
space operations as the billion dollar 
Zuma satellite goes missing after 
launch on 7 January. Despite the surge 
in blaming SpaceX, it does not appear 
to be the fault of the Falcon 9 but there 
are many out there who would wish to 
topple it from its entry to this most 
coveted of customers. 

In this issue I am very pleased to 
draw back the veil on Cold War East 
Germany, with recollections of what it 
was like to be a "space cadet" in that 
communist state. And we remember 
the terrific work done by Bruce 
McCandless in developing the 
rocket-powered backpack, work that 
lives on in the SAFER device after his 
untimely death .. 

David Baker 
d.baker146@btinternet.com 
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